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Crocodile Lake Borrow Pit pre-restoration conditions, 1971
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Crocodile Lake Borrow Pit 
 

Location: North Key Largo  Completion Date: 1984 
 
Restoration Type:  Fill Removal 
Restoration Size:  2.8 acres 
Target Habitats:  Tidal lagoon, scrub mangrove 
 
Estimated Successful Recovery to Target Habitats, 2006:  100%  
 
Enhancement Type: Enhanced tidal circulation to mangroves and  

dredged basin 
Enhancement Size: 2.3 acres 
 
Management Type:  Installation of crocodile “haul-out” ramps and  

crocodile peat nesting berm, removal of 
detrimental public access 

 
Primary Animal Beneficiaries:  

 American crocodile, Crocodylus acutus 
 Submerged marine community 
   

Cost:  $ 11,682    Cost in 2005 Dollars:  $ 22,768 
Fill Volume (estimated):  7,744 cubic yards 
2006 Cost per Cubic Yard Handled:  $ 2.94 
2006 Cost per Square Foot Restored:  $ 0.19 
 
Land Owner: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Crocodile Lake National Wildlife  

  Refuge  
Project Manager: Art Weiner, PhD 
Federal Permit No. restoration authorization      
State Permit No. restoration authorization 
Contractor: Upper Keys Marine Construction, Inc., Key Largo, Florida 
Notable Features: The fill material from this project was deposited into the 
borrow pit.  American crocodiles are known to use the site regularly for sunning.  
This tidal area was further enhanced when Card Sound Road was elevated in 
1992 and crocodile crossing culverts were installed. 
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American crocodile (Crocodylus acutus) 
(photograph by Crocodile Lake National Wildlife Refuge) 



 

Keys Environmental Restoration Fund 
Committed to the Restoration, Enhancement and Management of Florida Keys Natural Areas 

127

 
 

Crocodile Lake Borrow Pit post-restoration conditions, 1998 
(photograph by Charles Schnepel)
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Crocodile Lake Fence Project post-installation, 2000 
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Crocodile Lake Fence Project 
 

Location: North Key Largo  Completion Date: Jul 2000 
 
Management Type: Fencing for crocodile management 
 Invasive exotic vegetation eradication 
 

Primary Animal Beneficiaries: 
 American crocodile, Crocodylus acutus 

  

Cost:  $ 19,963   Cost in 2006 Dollars:  $ 23,476 
 
Land Owner: Florida Department of Transportation, Crocodile Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge 
Cooperators: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Challenge Cost Share Program 
Project Manager: Patricia McNeese 
Contractor: Florida Fence Corporation 
Notable Features: The primary purpose of this project was to assist the Crocodile 
Lake National Wildlife Refuge with crocodile management.  The project involved 
installation of fencing along culvert locations to discourage crocodiles from 
climbing onto the roadbed along Card Sound Road.  The project also included 
some eradication of invasive exotics at another site in the refuge. 




