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West Summerland Key Exotics post-eradication, 2000
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West Summerland Key Exotics Phases I and II 
 

Location: West Summerland Key     Completion Date: Jun 2003  
 
Enhancement Type: Enhanced entire island of hardwood 

hammock and wetlands by eradication of 
invasive exotic vegetation 

Enhancement  Size: 89 acres (size of island) 
 
Management Type: Exotic vegetation removal and native 

vegetation planting 
 

Primary Animal Beneficiaries: 
White-crowned pigeon, Columba leucocephala 
Neo-tropical migratory birds 
Florida Key deer, Odocoileus virgianus clavium 
Loggerhead sea turtle, Caretta caretta 
  

Cost:  $ 9,530.67   Cost in 2006 Dollars:  $ 10,489  
 
Land Owner: Monroe County 
Cooperators: Florida Keys Invasive Exotics Task Force, Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection In-Lieu Fee Program, Camp Wesumkee Girl Scout 
Camp, Camp Sawyer Boy Scout Camp, The Nature Conservancy, Ameri-Corps 
Volunteers 
Project Manager: Curtis Kruer, Jeanette Hobbs 
Contractor: Lewis Environmental Services, Inc. 
Notable Features: The project goal was to make this 89-acre island of hammock 
and wetlands exotics-free.  Phase I included full mapping of the island and 
eradication of exotics on the north side.  Phase II included completion of exotics 
eradication and planting of native vegetation. 
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Removal of invasive exotic root systems from the beach improves nesting for 
loggerhead sea turtles (Caretta caretta),  shown here emerging from a nest on 

West Summerland Key.  (photograph by Elaine Sweet) 
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West Summerland Key Exotics post-eradication conditions, 2003 
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